Dorothy Brown                                                    Clifford L. Meacham

Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County         Compliance Administrator

50 West Washington Street                                 69 West Washington Street

Room 1001                                                          Suite 1422

Chicago, IL 60602                                               Chicago, IL 60602

Dear Employee,

The Clerk’s Office has agreed to a Consent Decree entered by a federal judge in the case of Shakman, et al. v. The Democratic Organization of Cook County, et al., 69 C 2145. That case prohibits acts of political discrimination in all employment actions with the exception of Shakman-exempt employees (generally executive level management and their assistants). 
The judge in the case entered a Supplemental Relief Order that, among other things, appointed Clifford L. Meacham as the Compliance Administrator to monitor the Clerk’s compliance with the court decrees in the case. His job in part is to investigate evidence of political discrimination between January 1, 2014, and August 9, 2018. (The court entered the Supplemental Relief Order on August 10, 2018.) The Compliance Administrator reports his findings to the court periodically. He is authorized to interview Clerk’s Office personnel; and you may be asked to participate in an interview. 
The Clerk’s Office is obligated to cooperate with the investigation. Speaking to the Compliance Administrator is not a threat to you or your employment. The Clerk’s Office is barred from taking action against you for your cooperation and, in fact, the Clerk issued Executive Order 2018-1 stating that. (A copy of the Executive Order is attached.) 
If you believe that you are a victim of unlawful political discrimination in connection with any aspect of your employment with the Clerk’s Office before August 10, 2018, you may use the enclosed form to initiate an investigation by the Compliance Administrator. Please complete and return the questionnaire as soon as possible to:

                     Clifford L. Meacham

                     Compliance Administrator

                     69 West Washington Street

                     Suite 1422

                     Chicago, IL 60602

Any claims of unlawful political discrimination that occurred after August 10, 2018 (referred to as Post-SRO Complaints) must be filed on a Post-SRO Complaint Form with Mary Melchor, the Clerk of the Court’s Inspector General. She can be reached at (312) 603-0464. The Post-SRO Complaint Form can be found at http://oig.cookcountyclerkofcourt.org/FileComplaint.aspx.  We urge you to speak candidly if you believe you have been a victim of unlawful political discrimination in hiring, firing, promotion, transfer, overtime or any other employment action by the Office of the Clerk of the Court.
This letter may raise questions or concerns for you. If it does, feel free to contact the Compliance Administrator at (312) 603-8094 or the liaison for the Clerk’s Office, Lauren Raymond at (312) 603-4496 or (312) 603-6851. You may also consider looking at the Compliance Administrator’s web site, which will be operational in the near future.  We appreciate your cooperation in this very important matter.

Dorothy Brown                                                    Clifford L. Meacham

Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County         Compliance Administrator
50 West Washington Street                                 69 West Washington Street

Room 1001                                                          Suite 1422

Chicago, IL 60602                                               Chicago, IL 60602

